  Anaphoric Tricolon
Isocolon: repeating a text pattern

An Isocolon is a text pattern that repeats. 

iso means same
colon means a bit of text longer than two words, but shorter than a whole sentence
For example, instead of saying: 

Land Rights News.

You say 

Land Rights News. One mob. One voice. One land.

This is an isocolon. You can see the way the pattern repeats if we layout the isocolon like this:

	Land rights
	

	
	One mob.

	
	One voice.

	
	One land.


Isocolon is an important text pattern or  rhetorical figure to use in public speaking and in your writing.

One important point to keep in mind. Save the best praise till last. Last is strongest. 

Anaphora: repeating the beginning bit

ANAPHORA means repeating the beginning parts. 

This is the easiest way to make a pattern. 

So the easiest ISOCOLON to make up is an ANAPHORIC ISOCOLON (= anaphora + isocolons). 

For example:

Something has got to start happening around here. It’s time to get serious. It’s time to get going. It’s time to get some action.

Each time the pattern is repeated, it begins with 
— ‘It’s time to get …’. 

Anaphoric Tricolon (=anaphora+three isocolons)
Land Rights News. One mob. One voice. One land.

(slogan for newspaper)

Yolngu Boy. Thee boys. Two Laws. One Dream.

(Posters for movie)

Barry White Live. The Man. The Maestro. The Love God. The Ultimate Concert. 

(Advertisement for concert)

New Apprenticeships. New approach. New opportunities. 

(Advertisement for VET training)

Braun Shaver. Ultra speed. Ultra fast. Ultra close. 

(Braun advert for electric shaver)

Welcome to pain, welcome to sadness, welcome to grief.

(Funeral greeting – at a traditional Aboriginal funeral)

In our culture, we blame the other families, we blame the petrol program or we blame the council. We blame the auntie or uncle. 

(Otto Jungarrayi Sims, chairman of Yuendumu’s substance misuse corporation, explaining how parents’ shame means they deny their children sniff petrol.)

We want our ceremonies, we want our language, we want our stories told to our children, we want to sing, we want to dance. And why do we want to do it? We want to talk to our land and the land to talk to us. 

(Galarrwuy Yunupingu at Sydney protests against the Bicentenary, 25-26 January 1988)

Some more examples of Anaphoric Isocolons

Finally I would like to add to Sir Gus’ suggestions by saying that we must have a treaty. That should be the central objective of the Reconciliation Foundation. I have no difficulty with the model suggested by Patrick Dodson. I will tell you why.

It is a model based on rights. It is a model that recognizes and honours our status as the first Australians. It is a model that presents a sensible, achievable goal. It is a model that will deliver a nation with honour. 

It will build on the people’s movement and I hope in my heart of hearts it will bring forth the people's leaders we so desperately need. Above all, it will finish the unfinished business.

(Mick Dodson, Chairperson Australian Institute of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Studies Unit, speaking at Corroboree 2000, Sydney and putting the idea of a treaty back on the national agenda)
It was workers and their families who took on longer work hours, gave up privileges and rights, suffered the job losses that went with higher productivity, the tariff cuts to make industry competitive. 

And what have they got for their sacrifices? They got Peter Reith, They got abuse. They got their rights stripped away. They got public investment channelled from their schools and hospitals. They got training programs closed. They got huge cuts in research and development. They got run-down services. They got a GST - that favours the prosperous, penalizes the poor, and squeezes the middle.

(Kim Beasley, Leader of the Australian Labor Party, criticising the policies of John Howard and his government)
Now, I’ve been asked by a few people what I oughta say this morning particularly about what I should wear (audience laughter)

.. uh, one of my workmates is gay - he suggested that, you know, pink would be appropriate .. um, I don’t have anything that’s pink ...

Anyway, look, I chose to wear a blue shirt and, uh, black because I think, more than any other two colours, they’re the colours that symbolize violence ... and violence isn’t just about being black-and-blue.

It can simply mean being Black. It can simply mean being blue. It can simply mean being poor. It can simply mean being marginalized. It can simply mean being ostracized. It can simply mean being different.

(Mick Dodson, at launch of ‘Which one of this mob is gay?’ indigenous anti-homophobia campaign at the Eora Centre, Sydney, May 1997)
Your turn

	HERO (Who/what you are praising)
	1st COLON
(good thing)
	2nd COLON
(good thing)
	3rd COLON
(good thing)

	1.


	
	
	

	2.


	
	
	

	3.


	
	
	

	4.


	
	
	


You say it:  


ICE oh COAL-NN











